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Judge calls it perfect case for death penalty

Police killer

Prews

Jackson Chambers Danicls Ir  convicted
of murdering two Riverside police officers,
was ordered yesterday to o die i the gas
chamber al the state prison in San Quentn
agine 3 more perfect
case lor the death penalty than this,
Hiverside Superior Court Judge Gerald F
Schulte when explaining his reasons for the

S difficult to

sentence

Daniels, 1§ next month, sat expression
lexs while the judge imposed (he sentence
When the day-long hearing adjourned, Don
father of one of the slain officers,
His jaw cleached,
Danicls, 100, clapped with quick, deliberate

Trust,
clapped scveral tmes

movements

Earlier, Daniels told the judge, “'1 don't
believe | got justice. I don’t belicve that you

wore fate and impartial.”

Schubte, calling the remarks -~

ini," cut Daniels off

During his address, Daniels alse said, 1
share responsibility in the deaths.'
Jordon said
later that Dantels didn't admit guill, but

Defense attorney Carl F

‘harangu-

ook place

sand

. aulomatic

found & scapegost "

Deputy district attorney Edward D. Web-
ster, however, defended the judge and de

Daniels. 2 paraplegic, was convicied
Dec 1 of shooting to death oflicers Dennis C.
Doty and Philip N. Trust as they tried to
arrest hie in May 19852 The officers, both 10
year veterans of the depariment, were at
tempting to serve a warrant on Danicts for
farling W0 appear in court on a 1980 bank
robbery conviction, The Jury recommended
Jan. 31 that he be sentenced o death
appeal (o the Californis Supreme Court is

Daniels Lold the judge that he wondered
whether the Riverside Police Department
would share responsibility for having sent the
two officers to arrest him.

“Do lhey share the responsibility of the
deaths*"* Daniels asked

Daniels gets gas chamber

mueant 1o say that he all
the officers to eater the La
lived in. Jordon conlended that a deuy sale

The sentencing was preceded by motions
by Jordon snd co-counsel Wareren I Small for
4 new trial. Some of the contentions, such as
a desire for the trial to have been held in
another cily because of pretrial publicity,
had been argued and denied in the past, but
were repeated again. Others, however, were
new The judge denied them all

For example, the judge excused one ju
ror, Lloyd Francis, in October for discussing
the case with his landlord and (riends, the
defense altorneys said Francis had favoced
the defense’s arguments, Small said. Excus
ing Francis deprived Daniely of the jury he
had when the trial started Webster contend
ed, however, that regardless of juror's views,
he shouldn't have discussed the case oulaidic
of eourt. Francis was replaced by an alter
nate who had heard all the testimony

An

“No. The system Small argued unsuccessfully that the
penally phase should be held again because
juror Donald Olive was in 3 posilion Ly gain
financially by serving on the jury

seribed Daniels’ comments as *'obnoxious.™

Schulte, Webster said,
amount of patience *

“showed a tremendous

Olive was excused tempaorarily to atiead
(See DANIELS, Page B 2)

DA to take over bad-check program Blythe man gets 17 years

The THatrict Attorney s Office
plans to phase oul the Riverside
Chambers of Commerce’s mie in
the Riverside County bad check
prosecution program

Dixtrict Altorney Grover
Trask said his department is re
quired to prosecute  bad chock
wrilers and comeguently should
take romplete responsibility for
the program

Trask also suid  businesses
<hauid no longer have to pay the
fres currently  assessed by the
vhamheny' bad check association
1o support the program

“Since we're looking al rest
fution and prosccution. we don'l
feel the victims should have 10
pay an addional fee for the pro-
pram.” Trask said

The Baard of Supervisors
yesterday agreed with Trask, and
voled Lo have the District Attor
ney's Office take over the pro
pram

Trask sald the District Autor

ey s Offfee will assume all of the
rexponsibilities this summer The
chambers” foes will be dropped,

and there will be na other
changes in the program. Trask
vad

The Riverside Check Associa-
tion, a subdivision of (he cham
twers, has been working with the
District Attornes's Office on the
had-check program since ils in
ception in November 1982 The
association had asked merchants
tn pay $25 each and kepl W per-
cent of the money necavered from
had check writers to support the
program

The chambers’ association
has paid the salaries of whree of
the program's five employees, at
a cont of about $50,000 3 year. The
entire program eosts ahout
$110.000 2 year to operate. and
Trask sard mare than half of that
will be financed with revenues
raised through court fines

for molesting 2 young girls

INDIO - A 26-year-old Blythe man who admitted to sexually molesting
twa young giris there was sentenced Wednesday to 17 years in state
prison

The mather of one of the victims pleaded with Superior Court Judge
Frank Mooce at a previous hearing (o increase the sentence for Roger
Dale Miller. 26, who had been convicted before of a similar offense in
Oregon

“My baby's waking up with nightmares, and he's oul tn 17 years.”
said the mother

Bul Moare said that because one or more of the viclims had decided
against tesufying, he and the district attorney agreed to a plea bar-
gain that would end with Miller imprisoned for no more than I7
years

Sentences for related oflenses are usually served concurrently, sa Lhe
prisoner is incarcerated only until the term for the worst of his crimes
lapses. Miller was sentenced Lo consecutive \erms, stretching oul the
time

Miller admutted Lo forcing sexual acts on one giri under 14 years of
age and committing a lewd and lascivious act with another over a two-
day period Charges he committed a lewd and lascivious act with
another young girl at the same time were dismissed as part of the plea
bargain

His previous sexual molestation conviction was in Marion County,
fira

Man gets
39 years for
molestations

Riverside Superior Court
Judge Howard Dabney sentenced
8 88-yearold Hemet man to 39
years In stale prison yesterday,
@n a conviction af forcible child
molesting crimes commitied In
%82 gnd 1963 involving five chil
dren in the Perris and Sunny-
mead areas

Dabney allowed Henry Grant
Brown to remain free on $200,000
hl:):l pending appeal of the convic-

The sentencing culminated
l.l,'lnﬂf court proceedings that
were closely followed by Brown's
family, by resideats of the Sierra
Dawn North Mobile Home P
in Hemet, which he manages, and
by members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Ia Hemet, a church in which he
has held leadership roles.

Brown has steadfastly dented
(hat he committed the crimes. He
ordered hls defense attorney not
lo enter plea negotlations with the
district attorney’s office carlier
in the case

Brown |s an assistant to the
clerk of the 2 500-member Hemet
stake of the Mormon church
Brown at one lime served as ex-
ecutive secretary of the Hemet
stake

Brown was convicted In June
of nine counts of oral copulation
with children by use of force or
threat of great bodily harm, one
count of false imprisonment and
one count of sexual batlery

* The first Incident was report
od in March 192 and the last in
October 1983 The five Incidenty
tavolved five different children,
four boys, ages 11 1o 13, and & 14-
Jyear-old girl

Brown did not comment on
the outcome fast night, but his
#on, Rickey Brown. 32, sald hix
father will appeal the conviction
“T know that my father is Inno-
cent, no matter who says what,”
he said.

Deputy district attorney Vin
cent Nolan, the prosecutor in the
case, sald, “There reslly was a
substantial amount of evidence in
thias case against Mr. Brown ™

Included in that evidence, No-
lan said, was license plate iafor-
matlon given by different victims
who lived n different  towns,
physical evidence including foat
prints and descriptions of their
sttacker glven by the children

Riverside man, 39, sentenced

Former director

the: funcral of his grandmother in
Nuvemboer, during the guilt phase
of the (rial

Small quoted Olive ay having
wid him last month that Andy
Crevhing 4 businuss associate of
telesisivn producer Aaron Spell
ing, suid that the pair were inter
esled in doing & television movie
wn the Danicly case. Small con-
tended thal at the funcral Olive
mentivned Lo Creviin that be way
serving on the Daniels jury Last
manth. Crevlin dold Small and
Jurdon that “We could all make
some money.” Small ssid. Crev
lin mentioned an 500,000 figure

Small contended the defense
should have been allowed to re

question jurers before the penully
phase began. They mighl have

Jurue to sil there and be thinking
in werms of attempting to make a
profit Irom his conduct as & juror
in such an unfortunate series of
circumstances,” Small said,
“that Mr. Daniels wes donied o
fair trial "

Webster, however, contended
that Crevlin, Olive's uncle, didn't
learn of Olive’s participation on
the jury until a probate meeling
lust month, after the trial had
cancluded

Duniels was scheduled 1o be
Nown by air ambulance w North
ern California last aight

Philip D. Guihrie, spokesman
for the stale corrections depari-
menl, said that ss far as he
knowy no paraplegic has been ex-
cculed in Califernis. Daniels,
Guthrie said, would be held at the
San Quentin prison hovpital for
the time betng

“If need be we vould put him
in the California Medical Facility
at Vaeaville,” Guihrie said. That
is where the state holds paraple.
Kles sent to prisen.

According to the Depariment
of Corrections, Danicls mes
the 152nd person on Lhe state's
Death How. The last person (o be
exccuted in California was Auron
Mitehell on April 12, 1967

Real estate agent sent to prison
for four years for bilking clients

INDIO — Vera Acevedo Draz,
once A respected businesswoman
in’the community. has been sen
wnced W four years in state pris
an for stealing more than $100,00
from ““vulnerab real estate
customenrs 3nd others who trusted
e

4
Diaz, 45, of Indio, pleaded ne
contest last September o five
counts of grand theft with the
condition that she pay lull restitu-
ton o 27 victms listed in the
criminal complaint against her
A resfitution hearing followed
with the victims, one by one, tes.
(ifying how real estate dealings
with Diaz went vour snd personal
loans went unpaid, Diaz hersell
admitted an the stand that she
owed most of the money claimed,
but she denied gaining any per-
sonal benefil
hiaz, at that heanng, test
fied thal she had used customers’
money intended for house pur
chases lo help close deals for oth
er cuslomers
Palm Springs atturncy Gary
Seherotler, who represented
Diar, said Tuesday that the pros
ecution  presented no  evidence
that Diaz had used the money lor
pepvonal gain
The circumstances of shifting
funds from one real estate (rans
aclion to another “irapped her
and she could not extricate her

waid

But Deputy District Alaracy
Harold Ewart. the case prosecu
tor, sald the money lost in the
dealy sUll s unaccounted for He
sugrested that Diaz had placed
the stolen money in shorl term
accounts with the intent uf with
drawing i in tme W complete
her real estate traosactions

Her plan, however, apparent
Iy “did not come into fruition, "
Ewart said. As a result, Diaz was
left owing about $106,000, accord
ing 16 the restitution Lotal decided
by Judge Phillip LaRoces

“l can only assume that the
muoney taken from these accounts
went 10 her own use” LaRocvs
sund

The 27 grand thefls alleged in
the complaint occurred belween
March &, 1981, and Feh. 23, 1983,
while Diaz was employed by
Gary Hammons Real Estate ine
in Indie

Hammaons instigated the
criminal investigation of his em
ployer  after hearing  customer
complaints. He fired her in Feb
ruary 196 and she was arrested a
manth later

Restitullon, LaRocca said,
wias s primary concern and thal
of the vietims, but Diaz appears
unable at the present time o ful
fill that condition

The judge said that he wiuld
rucansider Diag’ prison seatence
if she 1 abile to repay her viclims

Ewart said Diar’ crimes gus
Ly @ stale prison cammitment
because she vielated her position
al Lru: 40 heensed real estate
apgent, and victimized “vainers
Bl pewple

Muxt of the vietims were His
panics who spoke Hitle or no En
whivh and who had given up there
Hile's savings b purchase honies
with Diaz’ heip.

‘A pumber of theswe people
spent years accumulating what
they then were goime to lurm uver
to the defendant,” the prosecutor
“aid

“She 1ok far more than they
cuuld afford to lose.” Ewart said

The multiple vietims and
thuie vulnerability, the amuunt of
moncy taken and Diaz’ position of
trust were factors that caused
LaRocea 1o deny her grobation
Schoroitur had asked for pro
haton lo be considered, citing his
chent's long-time good standing
n the community before boe
prasecution and lack of any crim
inal backiround

Diur had been o vivie eader
und wias treasurer of the Mexi
van American Schetarship Fund
One of the charges againsl her
wan thit she tok $10,000 fram the
fund o buy checky
when she had been authorized (o
invest the muney In Treasury
s

LaBocea recaleulated the
lows yesterday ay §9,000 based vn

to 27 years for rapes, kidnap

A 39%-year-old Riverside man
has been sentenced Lo 27 years in
state prison for raping and kid-
napping the 13-yearold daughter
ol Iriends, forcibly raping and
orally copulating his i-yearold
stepdaughter and other charges

Wilbur Henry Rowland Jr
had pleaded not guilty by reasan
of Insanity but then last month
pleaded guilty to nine charges.
Superior Court Judge John D.
McFariand imposed sentence last
week.

Rowland was arrested in
April in El Segundo.

According a probation re
port, on the might of April 9 Row-
land went to the house of (riends
in Canyon Crust Heights with his
Mi-year-old wife, Mary Yvoane
Rowland

Armied with a handgun, Row
land had the woman of the house
tie up her husband with tape He
had the woman e his wife, and
then he ted the woman,

Rowlanu raped and

orally

copulated his friends' (3 year-old
daughter

Rowland then drove his wife
and the friends’ daughter to an El
Segunde home where his two
stepdaughters lived with rela
tives. When the three arrived, a
relative called police  Rowland
way arrested ouiside the home
early April 10

The two stepdaughters had
been removed from Howland's
home because he had sexually
assaulted the older girl, who was
14. according 1o the report

towland pleaded gully 10
1wa charges of forcibly orally
copulating hiy stepdaughicr in
February and March 1950 and

ane count of forcibly raping her.
He also pleaded guilty to assaull
g his two Canyon Crest friends
with a ficearm. and furcibly oraf
ty eopulating, forcibly raping and
then kidnapping their L1-year-old
He pleaded guilty 1o one count of
wrand thelt — stealing 4 pun
Other charges were dismissod

Brown was represented in the
Jury trlal In June by Joseph Peter
Myers of Riverside. Yesterday he
was represenied by F. Gordon
Chytraus of Buena Park,
asked the Judge to order a new
trial for his client.

Chytraus said there were in-
conslstencles In the testimony of
the victims. He didn't mention
Myers by name but said, ““I don’t
know why counsel didn'y bring
out these points; [ wasn't here.”

The sttorney comtended the
discrepencles at least pointed to a
reasonable doubt about Brown's
involvement.

Dabney denled the motlon for
a new trial. The judge said Myers
presented his case and defense in
a “‘competent, meaningful man-
ner.”

The judge called the children
credible witnesses and said he
agreed with the jury

Chytraus called Mormon
church leaders who know Brown,
family members and Brown him-
sell to testify at a sentencing
hearing. Some of the church lead-
ers sald Brown never confessed
any iavolvement 1n Ihe crimes
during annual private interviews
conducted In part to consider
whether church members are eli-
gible to enter the church’s tem-
ples. The leaders sald he contin-
ued 1o deny any Involvement af-

ter he was convicted

Hemel stake president Ralph
K. Dulfie sald outside court that
he was discussing church finan-
cial business with Brown at one
of the times Brown was accused
of molesting a child. Duffin said,
““He is an innocent man that s
caught in 3 nasty web ™'

Il Brown's canviction iy up-
held after appeals, Brown could
face a separate church court
hearing and possible excommuni
cation,

Parents of two victims told
Sudge Dabaey that Brown should
be put in prison for the crimes
committed against their children.

The judge also considered 134
letters wrillen in Brown's sup-
port. Witnesses questioned by
Chytraus said that they consid
e¢red Brown a candidate for pro-
hation, but Nolan repeatedly ob
Jected and said the wilnesses
weren't qualified 0 make that
judgment. Nolan said the max;
mim sentence Brown could have
received was TA years in prison

Dabney said he read what he
called the “voluminous™ informa-
llen submitted on the subject of
sentencing and sald he had to go
back to what was presented in
court and the fact that 12 jurors
felt there was sufficient evidence
ta convict Brown.

The judge noted during the

of Boys Choir
given 8 years

By RON GOMZALES
Press-Enterprise S Writer
Before a packed courtroom, a

judge yesterday sentenced for
mer California Boys Cholr direc-
tor Douglas R. Neslund 1o eight
yvars in state prison.

Neslund, who was convicted
last month of molesting members
ol the choir, lef the court withoul
commenting on the sentence im-
posed by Rlverside Superfor
Court Judge George G. Grover.
Neslund did, however, embrace
some of the many choir boys who
altended. Some boys and their
maothers were in Lears.

The judge allowed Neslund,
AL, of Los Angeles, 1o remain free
pending the appeal of the convie-
tion. Neslund is (o post & $20,000
bond next week, doubling his pre-
vious bail, and may not be alone
with minors, unless accompanied
by a responsible adult

The courtroom, which seats
mare than 130, was filed. Many
spectators wore red and  gold
“I'm with Doug Nesiund but-
tons."

“l can’t believe what's hap
pening,” said & tearful David
Alherton, 14, a five-year veleran
of the group. Atherton, of La
Crescenta, called Neslund's ac
cusers “stupid Jerks '

The sentencing hearing,
which began at about L 45 pm.,
ended after 4'5 hours. Defense
attorneys Philip Kassel of San
Bernarding and Paul J. Wallin of
Tustin first requested a new trial,

(See NESL'ND, Page B-2)

solf fram the trap,” Scherattor

within 120 days

evidence (hat Diax had returned
simee of the money
Diaz, who had been froe on

DA's office chasing delinquent
fathers for minors’ support

PERRIS - Fifteen Riverside
County parents have been
sentenced to jail during the
first four months of 1984, in
Municipal Courta of Riverside
County, for failure to support
thair minor children, District
Attorney Grover Trask an-
nounced recently

Jall terms ranged from 366
days to 14 days. Convicted
defendanta and their

was returned to the taxpayers.,
This was an increase of more
than 81 million over 1882. For
the first quarter of 1984,
$2,860,000 has been collected.

Willful failure of a parent to
support minor children is a
crima in Californis, even where
there is no court order for sup-
port, Trask explained. When
civil remedies do not result in

terms the children receiving the sup-
were: Raymond Arroyos, 386 port to which they are entitl-
days; Damon Arrowwood and ad, the District Attorney may

Dennis Holley, 180 days: Ed-
win Atkinson, 80 day:

Barry plaint. On con

file a criminal nosu|
, this

E. Wilkes, 46 days; Davil may result in a county jail

Cook, Jeffrey Bass, David
Whaley, Robert Povilat,

sentance of up to one year.
Trask that pext

Gilbert Garza, Jerry Miller, month the Family

Je

support
e Reyea and Larry Division and the District At-

Pendleton, 30 days; Vincent torney's Bursau of [nvestigs-

Rios and Ascension Adame, tion,

16 days.

the Family support Division
of the District At

Southern
Trask reported that in 1983, again will participate in

along with other
Californis counties,
.

i naous, d

S15,000 bail, was ordered inta im.
moediate custody for transfer to
the California Institution for
Women near Ching

Laltocca imposed & middie
erm of lwo years for the first
count ol grand theft and added
wight months  consccutively for
wach of three other counts. An
eight-month teem for the remain-
ing count will be served concur-
rently with the others, the judie
ruled

New forfeiture
program begins
in narcotics
case convictions

PERRIS - District Attorney
Grover Trask this week receiv:
ed 84,000 in cash from the
Riverside police department in
the first narcatics forfeiture
case in Riverside County
under a new law which became
effective January 1.

Trask said that the case is
one of several forfeiture case
:lrudy filed through his

torney's Of- roundup of nonsupporting
criminal

fice collected $11.500.000 parents for whom

child support monies. which warrants are o

P t's special opera-
tiona division,
The new law also provides

sentencing that the crimes had
occurred at different places and
times In & planned and sophistj-
cated way that would indicate
premeditation

In deciding whether 1o allow
Brown o remain free pending an
appeal, the judge said, “The two
things the court has to comidir is
the severity of the sealence and
the danger o society

Nolan said with the severity
of the sentence the incentive for
Brown Lo flee
jeally'”
dren ¥
Brawn was allowed ta remain
free “We know from the ov)
dence that all of the children
were from out of wwn and were
unknown to the defendent

Brown had been froe on
§100,000 bail et after the (rial

Deputy DA named prosecutor of year

Riverside County deputy dis
trict attorney Edward D Webster
has been named “'Outstanding
Prosecutor of the Year' by Cit
zens for Law and Order, a stale.
wide antlcrime group

Webster was selected by the
group's board fram among four
candidates from the district at-
torneys' offices in Hiverside, Loy
Angeles and Contra Costa coun.
said the group's executive
ector, Verne Odegard.
ehater, M, received & hach.
elor’s degree from the University
of California, Riverside, and in
1974 graduated from the Universi
ty ol California, Davis, law
schoal Except for a briel period

when he worked for the state AL

for the forefei of vehicles,
including boats and aircraft,
which have been proven to be
“instruments in a crime” or
used to aid in illegal narcotics
transactions.

“"The purpose of Lhe law is to
remove the profit incentive
from the assles of drugs™
Trask said.

lrney General's Office, Webster ~ Monies realized in such
has been 2 Riverside County seizures, he said, are
prosecutor since 1975, distributed for use to-the

Webster has tried 40 jury iri-
als, including nine murders. Ear-
lier this year, Wehster prosecuted
Jacksott Chambers Daniels Jr
for the murder of two Biverside
palice officers. Daniels was sen
tenced (o death

Cilizens for Law and Order,
based in Oukland, has more than
9,000 members, with chaplers in
12 countivs, The group suppurts
anti crime legistation and initia
tives and manitors judyes’ wen
tencings

State Department of Mental
Health for prevention pro-
grams, with the balance of
funds going to law enforce
ment usgencies snd to help
fund prosecution costs.

Deputy District Attorney
Curt Hinman is in charge of
forfeiture programs. Trask
said,

The 34,000 received this
woel was seized from 8 Wood-
crest man, who was convicted
of selling cocaine.
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