





































































































Killer of couple
gets life sentence

By FOBE FULCHEP
The Press Enterprise

Following an emotional plea
from & relative of a slain Rancno
Calfornia couple. a judge yester
day semenced convicled murder
or Robert K Wallers . lile in
prison withoul the possibility of
parole

Walters, 24 and his 15-year
oid bhrother Michael 0 “Red
Walters, were convicied in August
of murdering “rank loseph Du
Bac, 18 and ms 35-yea; old wile,
Marjorie Aan DuBac Senlencing
ror Michael Wallers s scheduled
far Tuesday

Mary Newell sister of Marjo-
rie Ann DuBac yesterday asked
Superior Court Judge Rovert D
Macomber lo senlence Robert
walters ta life without parole for
the Nov | 1981 killings. which
ogccurred when the Walterses al
legealy tried to sieal martjuana
from the DuBacs

“Not anly lves have been los
put ove,” Newel smd In a voice
crwked witk emolion Newell said
me DuBacs' son, Frankie who
was 20 manths old when his par
nls were Sho 10 death. was left
in his crib “to starve ana die’
tollawing lhe slayings at (he Du
Bacs secluded ranch. The boy
was found unhuri

Walters, wearing shackles
and an orange jail jumpsuir,
leaned forward 0 his chair and
gighed when s lite sealence was
banded down He answessd “Yes
sir' In A strong vaoice wher jhe
juige asked Willters if he under-
stood his right to appeal

Belare the sentence was
handed down, Deputy District At
lorney Brian Sussman portrayec

Walters as A Killer whg “naver
ever. al any ool showed any
remorse over he [uBacs
dealhs
Leputy
Ricnard
purtrayal He
sde  County

Public Defeniter
v cnallenged that
referred (o River
Probation  Depart
ment repart thal quoted Wallers
as saying. "IUs o bad that none
21 us can be a man ang stand uf
and apologize o the family lor
ahat happened 1L was all 4
terribie mistake thal was v
meant o Nappen

Cleary described the slayings
as 3 tragic mistake He ciled Wpl
ters age and lack of o criminal
fe_ord as ne ired 0 persuade the
judge to allow Walters the hope vt
parole at some poinl. Walters was
19 when the DuBacs were guaned
uown

Cleary said the evenls of Nuv
L. 1883 eminded furr of Ca
Rambo movie " The killers wers,
ACUNE DUl 3 TANASY i Which
anfortunately, peaple died

Cleary snowed papers agned
By twe of the jurors who convict
ad the Wallers brothers of the
murders. The two jurers advocal
ed a more leniedt sentence for
Rooert Walters than life without
parole

Before ihe proce:

gan, Walters wife, 1o

branded prosecution witness Rich
arg Lee “ooper a har bul de
clined o elaborate Cooper nag

331l Ne was along with the Wal
fers brothers bul did no! take part
tn the killings

Prosecutors  did  pal strike
any sort of deal 1o secure Cou
pers testmony. Sussmai saig
Cooper has not beer charged
the case

Woman gets

6-year term

for $165,000 swindling

Tha Press-Enterprise
A Bi-year-old Canyor Lake
womar was senlenced yesterduy
to six years In prison for swin-
dling $185000 in a partoerszip
scam

In August, a jury coavicled
Christine Gibson of 13 felonies,
Including sheft, security 13w viola-
tlons and diversion of money

She faced a maximum prison
sentence of 814 years

P-osecutors coitended ina
belween Navermber 1984 and Fel
ruary 1986, Gibsan urec eight
people 10 invest in wnai she sawd
were '‘miles partnerships (hat
would buiiv, hundreds +f heuses.
Insteac, Whsecutors said, she

used the money for her owr pur
poses Some INvestors were mem.
bet with fivbson of a lehwovan's
Witpess congrega''~n i» Lake Fl
sinore

ibsan, who denieo the alle
galons in testimony, me ntain
Ner innocence yesterday telling
Riverside Superior Court Judgh
Gordon R, Burkhas ihat she new:
er nieaded to steal money Irom,
anyone.

durknart. who presided ovap
he: iria: and senlenced her yei
lerday also rejected a request bjl,
Gibson's Riverside attorneyy;
Rziph Hekman, lo allow the vmﬂ-
a: 10 be Iregd fram custody «/hild,
she appeals™her conviciloa

Trask to lead state panel
on California’s prisons

The Prass Enterprise

SACPAMENTL — Gov Deuk
mejlar yeslerday appointed Riv
erside Tounty District Attorney
~irover O Trask chairman of a
soeclal commission 1o study Call-
fortiia’s burgeoning ¢+ 'sen popula
e

Trask will head (he Blue Rib
bon Cormissior on inmate Popu-
latior. which has one year lo re-
port lo the governsr and | egisia-
ture allerralives 'o pgrison
construction. for punishing crimi-
nals.

The l-member commissin
alsc s charges witl. develoying #
flve-vear poniectios of lomete
popziation ancl stuclying possible
solutions ‘n other states and coun-
Tries

Tne wuwioes o1

inmates 15

partment of Corrections officials
predict the number of (nmates
will ree h 104000 by 1993,
More prisoners kave traasiat
eC into higher stale costs — the

slate now spends (wice as much (o

F

fisce! year Seginming July 1 in
cludes $1F Billioa for prison aper
ations and construction

Possidle aptions to |ncarcera
non nclude intensive probation
Programs, shorter seatences,
grealer use of communiiy:oased
halfway houses, wider use of cita-
tluns for ‘esser crimes anc devel-
opmen! of & “house arrest” pro-
pram where noa-violenl sMsaders
are confined to tieir hoymes
ihTough electronic survelllance

Trask 40, was elected Jdistrict

Youth gets lite for kidnapping officer

Ay RONNIE D SMITH
The Press Enterprise

A I7-year-old Riverside
youth, who kidmapped an off-guty
police afficer al gunpo'at three
manths ago, wis sentenced yester
day to life mprisonment

Wiiam  Monree Paimer |1
probably wii spead st leust (3
yEars in custady before being con
sidered for release on parole a
prisecutor saic yesterday

Last menth, the youth plead
ed guilty to the felony of using o
gun 1o Xidnap for purposes of
robpery Randoll Comipton. 46 &
Riverside palice sergean

Vesteruay, Riverside County
Superior Court Judge Edward )
Webster sentenced the youth o
prison oul ordered he spend (he
early years in custody ir the Cali
for Youth Authonty. the prison
for youthful offenders

The crime occurred Fet 16
4l 9 pm  according o court
records, wlich gave the following

account of the incident

The youth approached [he
oft-auty out-of-umform officer in
an apartmeni parking garage i
Liverside's Canyor Cresl area Al
gunpoint, the youth ordered the
officer into the officer's truck and
o drive to the officer’s batk

In the officer's truck was a
cloth bag with (he officer's ser
vice weapon and police identifica
fion nside The officer ater told
courl officials fe believea Ihe
youlh would have Willed Bm hiad
he louaz Wis weapon and ldentify
cation

dnce a1 the bank, the youil
ardered ine officer o withdraw
S0 fram his accounl. using the
wutamatic teller machine As the
officer stepped out of the truck ne
grabbed the cloth bag The yourn
ardered him |G droo the bag Be
fore doing w0, the officer e
trieved his gun ifom (he bag and
firea 15 shols a1 the youtn ns (ne
ofticer ran from the youth. The

yhuth wis hit i Ine knee

The youth fled the bank bul
was captured about 115 hours \at-
#r by police Wnen caplured, the
youth's weapon was found fo be
unlonded  After his arresi, the
youth =aid his gun was unlooaded
and that he pever ntended to hurt
the victim. He said he kidnapped
the man ‘v fob fim oecause ne
needea money 1o pay oiis  The
youth blamed
drug use He also
previously had commilled bur
gliries 10 the Canyon Crest areg
Stoler wems fram burglanies weres
found Al the youlh's home

The youth apreed lo plead
guilty 1o kidnapping in exchange
far a promise from rhe Riverside
County Thstrici Attorney’s Office
thai odditional burglary charpes
would not be filed against him 2
judge earlier had raled Inal the
youth woula De prosecutea as an
adult for (e kidnapping

Prosecutor Tagami
named assistant DA

By RONNIE O SMITH
The P £

menl, consumer [fraua ang envi

Rande!. K. Tagami, a caree-
prosecutar in Riverside, has been
named assistamt distiie’ @itorney
for western Piverside County, Dis-
tric’ Attorney Grover C Trask |l
announced yesterday

Tagaia repuaces lay Thomp-
son Hanks, who was elected to the
Riverside Murcipai Court bench
in June and who, as expecled,
wils appoinied 10 (né udgeshio
yesterday by Gov, Deukmejian

Tagam' and Hanks assuine
heir new du.les Monday

In a few words, Randy sums
up In my mind (he ce-eer prose-
cutar” Trask said “He is com-
mitted, inteliigenl and cares about
the peoole he works with "

He said Tagumi aas snown
oulstandiig 2aility i7 organizing a
lop prosecution team in the af
fice's white-collar crime Jmit

As weslemn counly  Assisi™
— one of three assistant Jist: 1
atlorneys in e office — Tagami
will supervise aboul 130 employ-
ees including 40 attorneys i Riv-
erside Corona Perrls, Heme: and
Banaing He also wili help pre-
pure he budget of the office’s
criminal division, now $14 million

‘| was deeply honored and
felt very humble aboul heing
asked 10 be the assistanl, gives
the quality of the my predeces
sors, Howard Dabney Tom Holl-
eahorst and .ay Hanks,” Tagami
sald yesterday. Datwiey and Holl-
enhorst, both former assistant dis-
trict altorneys, are now appellate
|udges

Tagami sald the pi

polution cases. Ta-
gami, who Mas prosecules under
the state’s dealh penally law, also
has servec as the alfice’s arson
law speciallst

“lthink it's a greal appoinl-
menl,” said Riverside defense ai-
torney William N Barnett “Raa-
dy has slways been a fair and
honest attorney * 1 | 985, Tagami
prosecuted oae of Barnett's cit-
ents, Jeffrey Theodore Sheldon,
for robbing ard murdering a Lake
Elsirore men in 1982 Sheldon
was sentenced fo death

Five olher depuly distric. at-
lomeys — Robert G Spitzer, Bri-
an & McCarvilie, Gary B Trar
barger, Dar R [nskeep and Paul
E Zellerbach — had applied for
the job. A hall aozen candidates
applied from outside the office

Randy's & aice guy” said
McCarville. " He's 3 good lawyer
— aggressive, capable and koowl-
edgeable.’

Llast year. Tagami sough: un
appointmeat from (he governo:
for a Riversiae Monicipal Court
judgeshic, Two months sgo, he
wilhdrew his name from cooten-
tion for the judgeship, ac appoini-
ment some lawyers said was prob-
able.

Yesterday, Tagami said he
withdrew his name for a Judge-
snip alfer the assisiant’s joo
opeped “1 felt | could accomplish
more a3 an assistan! district attor-
ney than as a ‘udge o Lhis time”
Tagami said.

Tagami degan nis career in
the office in December 1975 after

office faces major challeages he-
cause of the county's growth,
fagami, 10, has been a River-
side prosecutor for 11 years.
For (he pasl three years he
has supervised the district attor-
fey's white colla) cnme unn,
wHich prosecutes mapr emberzie-

froem the L y of
Santa Clara Law School. He
eamed a bacnelor’s degree from
the Unlveruty o’ California, Santa
Barbara In (343, he was given
the office’s highest honor, “Prose-
cutor of the Year.” He alsa was
houored in 1981 for his work in
the prosecutior of arsoaists

Car smog

check suit
setiled

Montgomery Ward
to pay $112,500

The Press-Enterpeiss
Montgomery Ward & Co has
agreed lo pay B87.500 im civil
penalties and $25,000 io costs w
seftle o lawsull alleging the com-
pany illegally certified

Killer again gets
the death penalty

By RONNIE D. SMITH
The Press Enterprise

For the second tinie (his de-
cade a jury has sa.d Michae: Ray
Burgener should die for whei one
juror called the "executico-style
murde1” of a Riverside siore
clerk eight years ago.

The Riverside County Superi-
or Court yesterday, after
three weeks of often disrupted
deliberntions, recommended That
Hurgener, 34, ol Moreso Valley,
di¢ in the slate’s gas chamber. He
was convicted of killing 7-Eleven
clerk Wiitam ariss, 25, In u 350
robbesy of the

did feel a little bit pres-
sured by whal ihe judge said yes
terday,” Pizel, 43, of Corona, said
“You might say | was tending (o
lean the other way (lo spare Bur-
gener's life) I am not going to
say (he judge’s comments made
me vole that way (death).”

On  Wednesday (forewomar
Janice Robertson of Hemet com
piaines fo Mortland fhat Pizel
wiom she did nol name, was un-
cooperative, siepd during delibera-
tioas and made personal aitacks
oA other urors.

Before the verdict was read

al Rulland and A-fington n\renues
Oct 31, 1980

Judge |. Willlam Mortand
scheduled farmal senteacing Oct.
8. The ‘udge has the power to
reduce the jury’s sentence (o life
in prison without possibility of
parole.

It was Burgener's second trial
0 detenuine his sentence. [n
1982, a judge sentenced Burgener
to die after a jury recommended
that penalty The Supreme Court
w1 1986 upheld Burgener's murder
conviction but overtirnec (he
death peaalty, saying Burgener
falled to defend himself at the
trial against (mposition of the
death penalty

Al Lhe retrial wnich began 1n
March, Burgener’s altorney pul on
a defense.

After the verdict was read
yesterday, juror William Pizel —
Wwho was (he subpect of & com:
plaial by Ihe jury forewoman
Wednesday — said he lelt pres
sured to reach a verdict because
of remarks Mortland made about
him in court Wednesday

'S anorney
Riverside Counly Deputy Public
Defender John i Morris, told

Moriland he was concerned (hat
the verdicl came a day after the
Judge's remarks to the jurors —
remarks Morns calied “a liftle
stronger than ! anticipated

Mortiand agreed to ask each
luror whether he fell "coerced by
anything | said.” Later, when
Mortian¢ asked ‘hat question,
nong of the jurors, acluding Pizel,
said he felt pressured. Ouiside the
courtroom later, Pize! said, “1 fig-
ured today, fv was ‘oo late” to say
anything more. He &aid of the
entire Incident. “] dudn’t feel good
aboul the way that came off.”

Puze! sai’ some jurors may
have bees upsel with him because
he tried to bring out some af the
good Irings about Burgener. He
said he did (hat because on the
{irst day of deliberztions and af-
ter only minutes ia the jury room
six jurors voted for death. "My
problem was that (he people
walked into the jury room with
thelr minds made up’

smog checks in Riverside, the dis-
trict attorney’s office announced
yesterday

The company reached a set-
tement with (he county last week
The sull was fled in Riverside
Supertor Court o 1986

The suil alleged hat Monl-
gomery Ward's Riverside Plam
store lllegally certified cars that
state investigaiors had sel up to
Iall smog lests.

Charles Holland, 8 spokes-
man from Montgomery Ward's
rorporate headquarters in Chica-
#0. 3ald In m prepared statement
that the company setiled the case
out of court to svold a prolonged
lawsuit

"The documents flled W
court admit no llability,” Holland
sald “We setiled this case in aa
amicable manner. The suil was
filed two years ago and we want-
ed to gel this case bebind us
Since thea, Moatgomery Ward has

is one of the largest the office has
handled Further vioiatlons by
Montgomery Ward would lead to
civil contempt of court charges,
e ﬂld.

0Ly SOUZNL &S MUCh &8
11} m.llllm it damages after state
Automotlve burear  Investigntors

LA gang member
arrested in siaying

The Fress Emorprise

A if-yearold Los Angeies-
area gang member has been
rharged with murdering a River
side youth who was alse & gang
member, Riverside &uthorities
said yesterday

Deputy District Atlorney
Diane Harrison said het office on
Thursday afterncon filed [he
charge of murder with (he use of
4 handguo agsinst the youlk
whose name, because of his age,
she could not release

Saturday. l6-year-old Monta-
gue Wallace was fatally shol in
the heart in a carport oulside the
Coco Palms apartments oa Loma
Visia Street near Patterson Park
‘n Ihe northern parl of the city

The L= Angeles-area youth
was arrested Sunday near the
scene by Riverside police.

Af the time, poiice said the
4hooting near the apartment cem-
plex where officers have routine
Iy encountered gang members
was possibly gang related ané that
they did aot know if Wallace was

Woman'’s deadly goals send her to prison

By RONNIE D. SMITH
The Press Enterprise

A |udge yesterday senfenced s [rmer
ake Elsinore woman .0 20 years In prison
she admifted (rying lo kili two ex-

after
husbands lor ‘nsurance money.

Linda Sue Jones then sald |¢ court she Is
“arTying her third husband today

"I think thal is very ‘roalc " prusecutos
Diane Harrison, s Riverside Coualy deputy
district attorney said about Jjones' pending

marriage. “It's llke Heory VIIL, but she's up 1o denis.
number three.’ In May Jooes' est
Harrisor said Jones stood to collect

$600.000 in insurance benefits had the mur-

drers been successfu..

Jones, 17, of Tuovmnce, pleaded gulity
o six felonv charwes Incliting

yesterday

marry Willlam Dooos, describeq by tne prose-
cutor as & long-time friend of lones. Jones
kissed Dobbs a= she left the covrtroom.

Jones' Riversige attorney. Devia Guon,
said outside courl that Jones maintains her
innocence. He said she pleadad gulity to avold
an even sliffer prison senlence Jones, origl-
nally charged with two counts of consplracy
to murder, faced (wo sentences of 23 years ta
life ‘n prison ! coavicled

The charges stemmed ‘rom (987 inci-

hired

las Ravmond Hilliker, 50, was chased il

the couple's Highianas Road home in Lake
Elsinore and shot three !imes by an 18-year-
old Corona man, who Harrison sald Jopes
Fillker wha has divarced Jones wur-

month

Harrison
collect $500.000 in life \nsurance upon Hil-
liker's death

The other auempted murder oocurred
twa months eariler

Harrison said Jones hired a “hit maa™ lo
kil her former hushand, Eric Conrad Jones
of Visaila, in March 1987. With (he ex-bus-

refusea (0 stop his car. Burke, who has
pleaded gullty to attempled murder, could
tace |1 years In prison al his

seatenciog oext
contended that Jones stood tc

band oul of the way, Jooes stood to collect

husband. Doug:

$100,000 'n beoefits from the death of their
tee.aged son, who was kilied in a 198§
motorcycle accident Harrison sald the hit
man backed out of lhe deal

Harrison said Jones, who is in cusiody.
can be charged with attempted murder be-

the intendecd victim. Bul yesler-
day, Harrsor said investigators
now know (he lwo were both
members of the sireet gang (he
Crips, and Ihat Wuollace s be-
lieved ic have been (he infended
victim

Youth
convicted
in kiling
Boy foes 28 years
to life prison term

The Press-Enterprise

A Riversid: Superior Court
jury yesterday convicter a 17
year-oid you'h of firsi-degree
murder |a ‘he strangulation of a
58-year-old woman In her Hemet
apariment last year

The jury delibersted two days
before finding Lawrence Aathony
Modesto Jr. gullty of the Tuly 13,
1987, murder of Maxine Milier.
The youth also was convicted of
burglary, accessory ‘o robbery

theft.

Modestc. of the Soboba Indi-
an Reservation near San Iscinto,
faces a maximum sentence of 14
years lo life in prison. Seatencing
has nol been scheduled. He was
tried as an adull

Alth. Jerors said they did
nol belleve Modesto actually
uilled the woman, they sald he
was (o the apartment commiiting
a burglary with another man
when (he woman was strangled
and stabbed,

Under law, jurors sald, -Mo
desto | as guilty as the actual
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