








Manslaughter brings man Killers of vacuum salesman get prison sentences

11 years in state prison

By CHRISTINE MAHR
Star writet

INDIO — A Mexican natiana!
was sentenced Lo L1 years i stale
prison Monday for voluntary man-
siaughter in the snooting death ot
another man n November 388,

Superior Court Judge James Her
rin ardered Armando Tovar, 27 o
2 term of six years [or valuntary
manslaughter plus live vears laf 3
prior conviction

Herrin in May found Tovar guilty
of voluntary mansiaughter ir the
death of Hipalita Luge, 27 of Ther-
ma. Lugo was shot Lo death in (rest
af the [as Palmas Market in Oasis
where he was sitling in a zar listen-
Ing Lo Music

Just before (he shooting, Tovar
and Lugo were arguing over who
was the betler darcer and wha!
kind of music was being played on
the radio, according to Riverside
County sherifT's reports

Tovar stood tria in January for
murder in Lugo’s deatt, but Herriz

3 mistrial after the ;«y

found hum innocent of murder hat
deadlocked on whether he was
quilty of manslaughter

Tovar was scheduled for 3 new
trial oo the manslaughter charge in
May But as part of a negotiated
disposit.on oetween Depuly Diss
frict Attorney Randal While and
Depuly Public Defender Mario Ro<
driguez, Tovar waived us right to a
Jurv trial 2nd agreed Lo have Herrin
decide his rase based on the evi-
dence au the first tria.

Herrin, however, did nat have the
apion of finding Tovas guilty
murder because he jury already
acquitted him of the murder
charge.

Don Babwin
PressEnterprise
RIVERSIOE

Two people convicted L+ July of
murdering 8 vacuum cleaner
salesmen were ordered (© prison
yesterday — one for the rest of his
lite and the other for 23 years lo
lite

Francisco Morales Webb, 42,
because he has been convicted of
murder once before, was sen
tenced by Riverside Superior Court
Judge H. Dennls Myers to life in
prison withoul possibility of paraie
As he had done last month with
Connle Hale, the third accomplice
In the slaying, Myers ordered 16
year-oid Elizabeth Delle Garcia
Heinandez to prison for 25 years to

ite

All three were convicted »f mur-
dering Rogelio A. Arceq, 18, Arceo

a salesman, was killed with a
hammnr 8 shor (ime after he
knocked on the door of & house on
Fawn Street In Moreno Valley to
demonstrate a vacuum cleaner the
evening of March 30, !989

The jurors never determined
which of the (hree actually swung
ihe hammer that crashed through
Arcen’s skuil, but they determined
all three participated in the rob
bery that resulted in the man's
death.

Several jurors also said after the
Aei they belleved the tree got
Arcev lo glve them %is automatic
teller number before he died. Dep-

uty Distney Aftoriey wary [ran-
barger contended the three proba-
bly tortured Arcea into giving them
his automatic teller aumber

Arceo's body was dumped in the
Lake Elsinore area During the
trial the jury neard evidence tha'
the three took Arceo’s car to Las
Vegas, and that they took & vacy-
um cleaner Yo (ne Fullerton home
of Hernandez's mother, giviag it to
her as a gift

The jury alsa learned that §1,100
was taken from Arceo's bank ac
count through automalic teller ma-
chires in Fullerton and Las Vegas
A check made 1l to Hernandez
from Arceo was alse discovered ip
Hernander's purse

In court documenis. poth Wenb
#nd Hernandez claim they are noi

guilty of murder and robbery
Webb told a probation officer that
he knows who killed Arceo, tul
would nol elaborate because he is
appealing his conviction

Hernandez contended the owner
of the Fawn Street house where
they were slaying killed Arcer
Hernandez said she only cleaned
up the blood at the house

During the trial, defense attor-
neys implied thal the owner of the
house, James Lesmeister, was in-
volved with the slaying and lesti-
fled in exchange fo: prosecutors’
agreement to dismiss misdemean-
or drug charges and charges of
[allure to appear in court Tran-
barger said Lesmeister wasn'l in-
volvea with the slaying

The p-ior conviction [or which
Tovar hac “ve years added to his
senlence Manday was voluntary
manslaughter in the 19R4 slabbing
death of a mar near the same loca.
lion wuere the November |384
slaying occurred

He served three years in prisog
for thal corviction

Judge orders man
to prison in slaying

8y BARBARA METZIFA
The Press Enterorise

An |8-year old Long, Beack man
was serfenced to 16 years ta hfe in
state prison yesterday for his role in
the shooling Jealk ¢f 3 Temecula
convenlence store clerk The clerk
was killed in Fetiruary as he chased
two mer who had stolen some 12-
packs of beer

Pepe Lopez was convicted of
robbery and first-degree murder on
Me: 25, even thoug: prosecutors
could not estzolish whether Lopez
was (he triggerman ir ‘he Feb 2
altack that kiiled james McCurdy
Witnesses were divided on whether
Lopez or & companion foh: Howe,
fred the fatal shols

McCurdy, a 24-year-o' Sun Clty
resident, had been oi; the job a' the
ARCO AM/PM Minimarket four
dayy when he was killed He was
shol fous times ia the back with a
smwed-off rifie

Under '8 Lo~

pe. will be eligible for parole |7
years and four months de was
seatenced to 26 years to ife for g
conviction. of Arst-degree murder
and an additional year because a
gun was ysed dunng the ciime. He
also was ordered to pay restituion
uf $10,000

The judge said he was convincea
mal Loper's Arst-degree murder
conviction should starg n part,
because of an incicent 0 court
three weeks agu wher Lopez origi-
nally was lo be sentenced. Lopez
was awailing his proceedings while
the mather of a person killed in a
vehlcular manslaughter case spoke
o the court regarding her grief a
losing her son.

"I looked over at Mr Lopez and
Mr. Lopez though! i: was funny, and
he was laughing,” Heumann said

This further set in my miwd
that Mi Lopez 15 a dangerous,

Del Taco robber gets
five years in prison

The Press-Enterprise

An LB-year-vld Riversie man
lnvolved in a lanuary Del Taco
restav-an robbery, in which an
employee was shol in ihe leg, was
senfenced yeslerday 1o stale pris
on for five years

Melvir, A Andersan. who
pleaded gullty to armed robhery
and auto thefl In exchange lon
prosecutors dismissing charges ol
Attamted murdes and conspiracy
o commit robbery, #as seqteaced
by Riverside Superior Court Judge
Jemes T Warren

Anderscy, a2 member of 3 Loy
Aungeies-based gang according to
cort documents, is nol believed

to he the man who pulled the
trigger In the shooting Two other
men invoived in The ronbery nave
not heen found according to
Deputy District Aftorney Rodric
A Pacheco

The crime occurreg late the
nignt ol Jan 18 A group of men
in i van pulled up (o the drive.up
wingow of a Taco Bell on Van
Buren Boule.arg and. displaying
a handgun, demanded money. Be-
fore taking aporocimately §170,
one af the men shot Jamece Law
son In (he back of her left 'eg

Dolice spotted the van, which
turned out tn be stolen parked
outside anotner Del Taco about 20
minutes after the shooting.

Two men 1o stay in prison another year

By Anthony Bord:
PheFrspatapidl_
Twa men in prisan for separate
murders which occurred in the
desert in the 149705 will remain
behind bars at least another year. a
panei of the state Board of Prison
Terms has decided
Supervising Riversi e County
D!pury District Attorney Robert
Dunn said Michae Gaylor lost a
bid 'or ‘reedom hefore the panel
while the othei convict, David L
waived his hearing Dunn
sald Scott passed on an appearance

wler .a Dsyrmatrlc repom  ast
doubt on his fAtness for release

Duriz altended the paroie pro
ceegdings eariler us week af the
California Men's Colony in Sar
Luis Obispe

It was Taylor's sixin faled oid
for parole before the three-mem
ber panel, bu' the difference in the
testimony this time, said Dunn. was
hat he admifted commiting the
Turder

Taylor and Marie Elaine Kozeak
were convicted of the 1975 sluying
of Ronald Hunziker a 25-year-old

Wisconsin man whose remains
were found in Blythe Molivated by
robbery, the lestimony indicated
the pair snot Hunziker, a traveling
companion, then dismemberad nis
body

Dunn said Taylor told the board
he killed Hunziker, bul olamed
Kozeak for the dismemberment In
May, # parole hoard denied Ko
reak's bi¢ for freedom

In the other case, Scott “felr it
was not even worth going 1o hus
hearing” after a psychiatric report
suggested he should nol be rr

I}nv:d Seott, along with his youn
ger brother, Brian Scoll, were
convicted of the 1976 murder of
Audrey Scott Becker, 62, of Thou
sand Palms

The two Scott boys. then 17 and
15, were arrested three days after
the shoating with Becker's car and
money David Scoit's brother
served five years in the California
Youlb Authority and was released

His older brother, though 17 at
the iime of the crime, was (ried as
an adull und received life in prison

Woman gets prison in fraud case

By DON BABWIN
The Press Enterprive
» Riverside waman who tried
to delraud a morlgage company
our of more than $L00,00C by get:
ting a loan on lzspc she did nat
own was senlenced yesterday o
I8 months in state prison
Lnetyp A Ward, 25, was
arrested n February after River-
side palice uncovered a sophisti-
céfed scheme thal inCluded her
posing as the awner of several
pleces of property valued al more
inen a half-million dollars
Ward pleaded guilty ¢ one
count of grand Ihefl ir exchange
for prosecutors’ agresment to dis
miss one grand et charge and
seven felony (orgery charges
ward also agreed lo testly
against any M the other defen-
dants Her ex-boyfriend. Rounala

Bufterfield, has been charged ‘n
the case, bu. he remain= ai large
Atother detendsni, Raymond
Barksdale is awailing a prelimj-
nary hearing And Gregory Harks-
dale, anotner accomplice, was re
turned to state prisan after au-
Ihorities delermined nis actions 'n
the scheme violaled his parole

But it was Ward who was the

appareni brains oehind (he
fraudulent scheme,” according to
a orobation report.

Ward went to Standarc Mort
gage Company ‘nc and said she
had been given tand in the Perris
area by her mother and uncle

The floar officer (nen re-
searched the property and
learned (ha! the sroperty had not
been given ta Ward In fact. the
owners 18g nevel even heard of
Ward.

Cherry Valley man sentenced
to prison in drug lab case

A Cherry Valley man who was
convicted of operating a drug lab
al his house was sentenced yester-
day to six years and four months in
stale prison.

Ronald Estrada Hernandez 47
was convicted by a jury In October
of manufacturing methamphet-
amine jossesslon of methamphet-
amine for sale possession of a
machine gun and possession of a
firearm with a silencer

He was sentenced by Riverside
Superior Court Judge James T
Warren

According 1o the proseculor in
the case, Deputy Districi Altorney
Tam Macomber the laboratory at
Hernandez's residence was pro-

ducing 15 lo 30 pounds of metham-
phetamine a day That amount,
said Macomber. is worth as much
as §1 million

Hemandez was arrested in May
of last year by stale narcotics
officers who searched his resi-
dence and found the cnemicals
and equipment used in the nanu-
facture of methamphetamine, and
weapons.

Ed Synicky, the special agent in
charge of the state Departmen! ol
Justice’s Bureau of Narcotics En-
forcement office in Riverside, toid
the reporter the house nad been
under surveillance for a week
whenq, in fact, the surveillance did
not last that long

Former credit union official sentenced for theft

R'Dullll'h

Press-Enterprise
RIVERSIDE
A woman wno authorities say
embezzled cwse to §100,000 from
the Riverside County Federa:
Credit Union In Riverside over a
period of 10 years waa sentenced
mmncv tc spmd 270 days In
pen‘nm 250 hours

unl
Irene Ackley 35 of Riverside

exchange, proseculors

agreed to dismise several grand
thef and embezlemant charges
Riverside Superior Court Judge

Rooert Macomp  aisc  placed
Ackley on probatic for five years
Ackley, a former operations

¢ and senlor vice president

of the credil union, was charged In
March after a credil union |nvesti

ton

Ackley activated inactive loan
accounts 5o she could withdraw
money. Ackley 0 au

heanng pefore Macomper James
Madia, & family therapist aho has
been counseling Ackley for close (e
a year, sald e belleved Ackley
would commit sulcide If she were
taken intc custody

Ackley's attorney, Virginla Blu-
menthal argued thal Ackley be
glven a “tremendous amount of

service.”

thorities that she began stealing the
money severa| years ago.

She sald she originally look the
money t¢ pay her bills. Most of the
money taken affer the origina’
thefts was used to “keep up pay-
ments on the old loans " according
t¢ cour! documents

During the hour-long seatencing

Man opts

By CON BABWIN
The Press Eaterprise

Whea Lighining Amen walkeo
ou: of prisor after ar appeals court
ardered he be giver & new (ial, he
<ol have stayed oul had he ac
cepted a deal (nat called for him ro
plead guilty to the drug charges for
whicl he was cogvicted

Tle didnt

Yesterdey, nis aecision tc lake
Mis case ‘o Iris for a second (ime
rather than accept the deal anded
him in state prison again

Amen was ordered lc p:sav for
five years, (he same sentence he
received whet he was convicled tn
1387 But Amen nas alreaJv served
Bl least a year of the anginal
Sentence. and recause prisor sen-
Iences 2re shortened if & prisoner

for trial, gets prison sentence

Deputy DIStrict Attormey Michele
Levine, who prosecuted (he case,
said Amer. ikely will serve from 12
to 18 monihs behind bars.

Amen, 54, was convicted |asi
montk of fiive !clony ounts, Jnrlud
ng 1

Amen nad been conviciea in
1987 Last year 'he Fourth District
Court of Appeal ordered a new tript
alter ruling that several jurors were
prejudiced by reading or discussing
a newspaper article during breaks
in their del

amine and uommun af memam
phetamine

The charges against Amen
slemmed from wo incidents n
Otuber 1986 On Oct 3 of that year.
Amen was stopped on Highway T4
ans Warren Road in Hemet. [nside
Amen’s Irick, depulles found a
loadec 15-calines pistol, $30,000 in
cash and bags of methamphet-

amine 3 stimulaii  knowh as
speed
Severai aays later, aeputies

Amen's rmost recent ria includ-
ed estimony from Amen and peo-
ple who said [hey believed Amen,
=ho changed his name six years
ago Iram Charles Franklin Mc-
Hugh 15 lesus Christ. The group
was cafled he Chnsi Family

One wilness, Martha Miller, who
also uses (he name Marfia Chnst
was in rhe truck ai the iime of the
arrest and said the drugs belonged
1o het

Yesterday, Amen rerterated iha
he did not helieve he was auiltv of

lagea the mings of the jurors The
wompn, ne sawd, can !rlumpul‘lle
any way she wees iy

Amen’s altorney, Randy Driggs.
argued (hal amen should nol he
sent la prison. saying that Amen has
already served several months in
prison and further custody does not
accompiisn ‘the purpose it was
intended  Driggs explainea (hat
Amen's group already has disband.
ed and Amens [ife as a religious
temder has been “exlinguished.

verside Superior Court Judge
Heumann ordered Amen
buck to prison after saving that ne
did not_believe "My Amen under
stands (he graviy of the siwuanon.

Amen, said the judge “se=ms 10
be sulfering from delusians’” that hae

sald Ackiey has cooperated with
authorities since she was first con-
fronted with the accusations
against her,

Blumentha: aiso said Ackley is
dolng everything she car to reim-
burse the credit union the $22,000

company She said Ackiey nas
agreed not fo collect any retire-
memd, vacation and sick leave
benetts and will pay the credil
union what those benefils 4o nof
cover.

District Attorney Michael
sald Ackley should receive the

clo sald tcueycmudav!oprhm
of jall and continue lo receive
counseling.

Macomber gave Ackley until
Jan. 4 o report to the county jail

County reaps
profit from
collections

By LANITA PACE-HINTON
The Press-Enterprise

John Replogle s In the busi
ness of collecting mooey

In fact. the assistant River
side County district attorney did
sc well last year, he made more
thar 3600000 for the counly

Replogle, who heads Ihe Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office family sup-
port division, said because of an
xpansior in staff, he =xpects
greater returns (his year

The office, which is respansi-
hie for enforcing child support
ubrligations of non-custodial par-
ants, locating absenl parents, de
termining the paternity of chil
dren born out of wedlock and
enlorcing spousal suppon orders,
idded another 2§-member en-
forcement unit last month that Is
expecied to increase the collec:
tion of child support paymeats by
$5 mitlion after Ity first full year
in operation

Ad a resuit o1 (ne office’s
vigoraus collection tactics, it has
been able (o turned over surplus
revenue to the county general
funa, Replogle said.

Most successful is the inter
cepl program thal allows the
agency, through the Internal Rev-
enue Service and (he state Fran:
chise Tax Board to Jeduct delin:
Quent suppor payments frorm tax
refunds.

“Thats our reai money mak-
er," Replogle sald.

Liens of real property and
the sale of automobiles, which
accounted for $10 milllen In reve-
nue last year, Is another effective
method of recovering support
payments. he sald.

Woman gets prison
for home burglaries

The Press-Enterprise
Rhonda Ayala's crimes were
simple. Gel inside the homes ol
elderly people with a story aboul
wanting to use the phone or baih-

room and lhen just steal
Yesterday, the l8-year-old
Riverside woman was lold the

Judge orders rapist, 26,
lo serve 68 years in prison

8y Don dabwin
tarpriae

RIVERSIDE
Witk the two women he raped
and kidnapped sitting a few feel
behind nim a 26-year-old Lake
Elsinore man listened s & judge
ordered him behind bars until he s
at .east 60 years old
David Charles _aundsen, who
pleaded guilty in August to 20
felany counts knowing he could
eceive a maximum sentence of
173 years, sal quletly as Riverside
Superior Court Judge Ronald R
Heumann sentenced mm o 68
years in prison
The sentence means (hat t wil
be at least 34 vears before Laurid-

guilty to charges including rape,
robbery, kidnapping and aral cop-
ulation, Lauridsen, uncomfortable
wifh ine charges being rcad aloud,
asked that the judge refer (o them
by their penal code qumbers.

The seateacing followed briet
statements by the two victims, One
woman said the emotional trauma
caused by [auridsen was so great
that she gave up her Cchildren
because she is unsble (o care for
fhem.

The other woman sald she was a
virgin at the ime of the attack and
said she intended lo remain a
virgin untll she mel “one special
man.” Lauridsen, she sald,

Clark, who asked that Lauridsen be
senlerced fo 148 Jrem in prison,
!uld \ne Lauridsen had the
ty to put a halt o the
“nednnin; paﬂam" of » serial
rapist.
“David Lauridsen s 8 violent

degradatio

said, if Lauridsen has the opportu-

nity to continue, he may iill the
next ﬂcﬂm that he thinks is a “bad
woman "

Clark cited fne findings of Dr.

chologlcal evaluation of Lauridsen
and concluded he will coatinue 0
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