


































































































Brown gerts Iire
for hotel slashing

By ROSE WOJNAR
Tha Desert Sur

INDID — A man convicted ol
slashing 2 woman's throat n a
Palm Springs hotel room was sen
tenced fo 15 vears and liie i state
prison Tuesday in Superior Court

Bat Cal € Brown 31 of Eugens
Ore  may pever serve Lime in 4
Lalifornia prison because he faces
zither Lhe death penalty or a life
wilnout parole sentence if convict
ed of murdering @ woman in
Washington

Supenor Court Judge Richard
van Frank called Brown's Palm
Springs crime  particularly trutal
and heinous,” anu said he woul?
vecommend thal Brown never be
released on parole once he begins
serving his lile sentencr

It 15 the cours§ [eeling that

there 15 ample justihcation that Mo
rown if not incarcerawd. would

12el compelied to perpetuale alher
crimes of this nature,” Van Frank
sad “The court agrees with anoth-
er investigating offieer that he has

the strong potential lo be a serial

killer

Brown, on parole in tregon,
pleaged guilty Aug. 30 w charges of
avempted murder with special sl
legations that he used a knife and
inflicted great bodily injury. He
atso pleaded guilty Lo charges of
false imprisonment by means of vi-
olence, aggravated mayhem, vaus
ing great bodily injury {or purpuse
of extortion  and  first-degree
murder

A J2yearold Arcadia woman
has tesufiea that she mec Brown a
‘ew weeks before the Memarial
Day holiday while she was on 4
business fiight and had arranged L.
spend the weekend with him in
Palm Springs

She saud tney were iy the valley a
few days when, on May 27 _he hand-
culfed her cul her throal and as-
saulted her before farcing her ta
write 3 $4000 check When Brown
lett the room, the woman was able
o cail tne aesx clerk for neip

Var Frank sentenced Hrown to
serve 15 years ana eighi months for
the ather canvictions

Alter that sentence is up. Brown
woulid begin serving his Life ten-
wence

dan Frank said he chose the
terms o be congecul:ve instead ol
concurrent  because Hrown has
‘shown viplence that indicates he's
a senous danger 1o sociely

Brown won't begin serving (hose
sentences immediately beciuse
Washington officials are trying to
extradite hum lo face muorder
rharges in the death of a 21.year
old woman n Seartle

By Don Batiwin

FresyEnterprise

RIVERSIDE
Seral rapist Ricnard Houston
Williams Ir was sentenced o pris-
on yesterday [of more than 3
century and a hall

Before o courtroom crowded
with victims and (heir (amilies
Riverside Supenur Court Juage J
Thompson Hinks handed down
what |5 thought | be fhe longest
senlence to a rapist in Ihe county's
history: 160 years and four months

“There isn't anything | can do 1o
ease thal pain,” Hanks said after
listening to s=veral of the victims
speak of Iheir conlinuing fear af
Williams. 1 can do something W
relieve the apprehension.”

By imposing the maximum ser-
tence, Hanks made It virtuaily
certain that Williams will die be-
hina bars. The 34-year-old Wil
liams  Hanks said, “wili not be
eligible for parole until he |5 14
years old '

In June, a jury coavicted Wli-
Ilams of 30 felony counts of rape,
burglary, an’ other crimes stem-
ming from nine incidents — eight
in Moreno Valley and one in Rivor-
side — that occurred beltweon

Novembe: 1989 and August 1999

During early morning hours,
Willlams, a Moreno Valiey resident
with a job at a blueprint business in
kiverside, stilked the community
and climbed through the windows
of homes o attack (he women
Inside.

In five of the nine incidents,
Wiliams sexually aftackea the
women in (he ofhers, he ran 4way
befare he could complele the as-
saults

During tne trat, Deguty Disinct
Attorney Richard West portrayed
Willlams as & “predator’ wha
“seemed (o pick women with chil
dren so he could use their fear for
‘heir children’s lives to make them
submilt (0 him “ During one such
attack, rwo small childrea walked
Into & room where Willlams was
altacking their motner.

Yesterday, several victims
fought back tears and spoke o' the
terror af the aftacks and the pain
anrd fear they conlinue lo feel ever
though Williams s in jail

“It's been @ year now and el
ther my daughter aor | can stay
alone. in the house” sne woman
tald the judge I feei the defen
danl's presence every time | go

v

Another of the victims said the
attack has affected her marringe
Her husband ‘blames himsell
she said “He feels if he locked the
door, Ihat (the attack) never would
nave happened.”

When the last of the women had
spoken, Ihe snacklea Williams
stood and apologized. 1 know what
I have done has caused a ot of pair
and suffering,” said ar emofional
Willlams. "1 deserve fo be pun-
ished.”

Foster asked that Williams be
sentenced to prison for 67 years

But Hanks -ejected the request
“He preyed upon his friends and
neighbors,” Hanks said as he sen-
tenced Williams. The judge pointed
te a 1982 Incidenl in which a 15
year-oid Moreno Valley girl woke
up to find Williams had stolen wnto
her bedroom where he was foa-
dling her The girl struggled and
Williams ran from the room. He
was later arrested, convicted of
assaull with intent to commit rape
and sentenced to Iwo years in state
prison.

5S¢, in an effort to “give some
peace of mnd (o the victims aod
their families,” Hanks impased the
longest sentence allowed by law.

in slaying by officer

officer testified that as he reached
Armendanz’s car he noticed (he
barre! of whal turmed oul 1o be &
sawed-off sholgun on the driver's
seal.

Garcia said he called on his
hand-held radic for other officers
to come and assist him. While
Garcia was wailing, Armendariz
lunged at nim. The (wo reil and
rolled down an ambankmenl, en
gaging in wha. Deputy. District
Artorney Michele Levine, the pros-
ecutor in the case, termed a “life
threatening lug-cl-war” aver Gar-
cla's gun,

Garcia said he neard Armen:
dariz yelling for someone 10 "shoof
him shoot the pig” according Lo
court records. The two other men.

wnom authorities nave never iden-

fified, mn off. But George got (he

shotgun and fired at he officer
Garcin was nol hil and continued

oficer got control of his weapon
and shot Armendariz three times,
killing him.

George was arrested and in
November a jury found him guilty
of second-degree murder and al-
tempted murder.

In court documents, George de
nied shooting at the officer He said
that when Armendariz and the
officer struggled. he was “f
dizzy"” 50 be did not run away with
the ofhers [astead, he said, he gol
into Armendariz's car and sar
down.

roseculors  unavailable.  That
would force the county al a
greater expense — Lo contracl with
the state attorney general’s office
Lo prosecute some cases

"That's nol an efficient use of
Laxpayer dollars,” said Trask, who
was firse elected in 1982 and way
re-elected without opposition in
1986 and 1990

Based on major erimes reported
to the Department of Justice in Sac-
ramedto, Trask's office had the

workload :n 1990 among

California’s 13 ursar counties.

In Riversice County, there are
440 such cases for every prosegu-

395 cases annually per prosecutor,
Loa Angeles, 359, Orange, 332, and
Freano; 331

Trask said the siluation wors-
ened in recent years with growth in
the county's population — now
about 1% million, up 80 percent
since 1981

The problem 1 less acute at tne
Indio courthouse because popula-
tion increases have been less dra-
matic here than in the west county,
sald Sye Steding, assistant distoict
aitarney for the easern division.

With growth comes crime, but
the district attorney’s office hasn't
kept pace Trask said.

For example. the number of mur-
aers in the county jomped 129 per-
cent since 1988, but (he aumber of
proseculors grew only 25 percent,
Trask said

Mareover, he s3id it seems local,
state and federal governments re
spand 1o growing public safety con-
cerns with increased police and
sheriff patrols and stiffer sentences
— but net more prosecutors.

“Oceanionally, what is fsrgotlen
about the crimini! justice system
is, onee you've arrested them, you
have to prosecute them,” Trask
aaid

His arguments generally carry
weight among police officials, who
worry their work may go for
naught If suspected criminals can't
be prosecuted
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